
HIST 102: The American Past: From 1865 
Dr. Christopher James Tassava, instructor 

course syllabus, p. 1 

 

HIST 102-01 The American Past: From 1865 
 

Metropolitan State University Department of History 
Spring 2004: Wednesdays, 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

Minneapolis Center, room 403 
 
Christopher J. Tassava, Ph.D. 
christopher.tassava@metrostate.edu 

Office hours: Wed., 5:00– 6:00 pm 
History Dept., Mpls. Center, room 308 

 
Course Description 

(from the Metropolitan State University course catalog) 
 
This survey course traces U.S. development from the end of the Civil War until the 
present day. Students study post war Reconstruction in the South, the return of legal 
and social discrimination against African Americans, the advent and results of the 
Industrial Revolution, the making of modern capitalism, the increasing political and 
economic roles of women, the two World Wars, and America as a world power and 
multiethnic society. Class activities parallel those in HIST 101 The American Past: 
To 1865.  
 
Course Objectives 

 
o To acquire a knowledge of American history since 1865. 
o To understand how social, political, cultural, and economic forces have combined 

and competed to shape America’s past and present. 
o To use discussion and writing to analyze historical events and documents. 
o To develop a critical approach towards historians’ interpretations of the past. 

 
Course Resources 
 
Required Texts 
Available in the Metro State bookstore as well as through Amazon.com and other 
vendors. 

 
Alan Brinkley, American History: A Survey, vol. II: Since 1865 (McGraw Hill, 2003). 

ISBN 0-07-249053-5 
Larry Madaras and James M. SoRelle, Taking Sides: Clashing Views on 

Controversial Issues in American History, vol. II (McGraw Hill/Dushkin, 2003). 
ISBN 0-07-285027-2 

 
Other Media 
Various films, musical works, and posters, to be announced and provided by the 
instructor. 
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Course Requirements 
 
 
 
Success in this course is predicated 
on successfully producing high-
quality work in each of the five main 
areas below. As your instructor, I am 
happy, eager, and available to help 
you succeed in any reasonable way I 
can. I will use this table to determine 
final grades. 
 

Grading Scale 
  

letter from to  
A 963 1000 points 
A- 925 962 points 
B+ 888 924 points 
B 850 887 points 
B- 813 849 points 
C+ 775 812 points 
C 738 774 points 
C- 701 737 points 
D less than 700 points 

 
Reading 
 
You are expected to complete each session’s reading assignments before class each 
day. While reading – as an activity – does not have a specific grading weight assigned 
to it, unfamiliarity with the texts will be evident during discussion and through other 
assignments, since the readings are the foundation of the rest of the course. You should 
budget 8-12 hours per week outside of class to satisfactorily complete the reading and 
writing assignments and to prepare for examinations. 

 
Attendance     10% of final grade (100 points total) 
 
Attendance for each full class session is expected. I will take attendance for every class 
session at 6:00 pm. Late arrivals and early departures will be noted. Every two 
absences will reduce your final grade by one step (i.e., from a B+ to B). More 
importantly, failure to attend class regularly will make it difficult to acquire the 
information presented in daily lectures. This information will usually not be available in 
the textbook, but the midterm and final examinations will require you to demonstrate 
having assimilated material from the lectures. 
 
Regular Participation   25% of final grade (250 points total) 

 
In addition to regular lectures, we will spend much time in each class session discussing 
topics drawn from the assigned reading. Consistent, intelligent participation in 
discussion is imperative both for learning the material and earning a good grade. I use a 
three-point scale to evaluate daily participation: 
 

2 meaningful, consistent contribution 
1 no contribution (silent observation of the discussion)  
0  irreverence (for example, falling asleep) or absence 
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I have already set up a WebCT electronic discussion board on which we can continue to 
discuss ideas developed in each class session or pose questions which require 
consideration. The web board will not replace in-class discussion, but it can provide a 
different kind of opportunity for you to participate in discussions and earn participation 
points. If the class would like, I am willing to offer credit for posting on the web board 
summaries of in-class discussions and supplemental questions for further consideration. 
 
Metro State provides good technical support for the WebCT. The main page is here: 

http://www.metnet.edu/learning/student.html 
 
Information about accessing our class page can be found here: 

http://webct.com/quickstart/viewpage?name=quickstart_login_to_3x 
 
Please note that you should select the “Create myWebCT” choice to generate a login 
and password; I am not assigning usernames or passwords. Everyone who is currently 
enrolled in the course has already been granted access to the course. 
 
Written Response Papers   25% of final grade (250 points total) 
 
Over the semester, you will write five papers in which you critique and resolve debates 
presented in the Taking Sides textbook. Each paper should be one page long and will 
be worth 5% of the final grade (50 points). For more information on this assignment, see 
the directions on pages 7-8 of this syllabus. 
 
Examinations    40% of final grade (400 points total) 
 
There will be two non-cumulative examinations during the semester: 
 

• midterm examination (March 3) 20% of final grade (200 points) 
• final examination (April 28)  20% of final grade (200 points) 
 

Each exam will be composed of a short-answer section (worth a maximum of 50 points) 
requiring the brief identification and description of important people, events, and 
concepts and an essay section (worth a maximum of 150 points) requiring an extended 
composition in response to a question drawn directly from the readings. During the 
class session immediately before each examination, we will conduct a review intended 
to supplement your own independent preparation. The short-answer items and essay 
questions for each examination will be handed out two weeks (two class 
sessions) before the sessions in which the exams are taken. 
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Academic Honesty Statement 
All students in this course are expected to abide by the university’s standards of 
academic honesty, which includes avoiding plagiarism. According to the Metropolitan 
State University Student Handbook,  

In simple terms, plagiarism is using another person’s words or ideas and 
presenting them as your own, without acknowledging the original source. This is 
a very serious offense and is grounds for expulsion. 

Plagiarism often takes the form of a student copying information from one 
source and presenting it in a paper or report without the use of footnotes or direct 
mention of the source in the body of the paper… When the exact words (or words 
with slight modification) or ideas of others are used, the sources should be 
properly acknowledged… It is also unacceptable to submit another person’s paper 
or examination as your own. In such cases, instructors may impose sanctions 
such as a failing grade. If you have questions about the use of footnotes or other 
notations, talk to your instructor… or you can seek assistance in the proper way of 
writing a paper by contacting the Writing Center. 
(http://www.metrostate.edu/handbook/academic.html) 

 
The Metropolitan State University Library’s Plagiarism and Copyright Information” page 
(http://www.metrostate.edu/library/plag.html) provides a valuable link to a document on 
“Plagiarism: What It is and How to Recognize and Avoid It,” which includes this concise 
“how-to” statement: 

To avoid plagiarism, you must give credit whenever you use 
another person’s idea, opinion, or theory;  
any facts, statistics, graphs, drawings—any pieces of information—that are 

not common knowledge;  
quotations of another person’s actual spoken or written words; or  
paraphrase of another person’s spoken or written words. 
(http://www.indiana.edu/%7Ewts/wts/plagiarism.html). 

 
I may check any paper (or exam) with the plagiarism-detection service which 
Metropolitan State makes available to its faculty. If any instances of plagiarism 
are identified, I reserve the right to take all appropriate actions, as described in 
the Metropolitan State Student Conduct Code, including notifying the university of 
academic dishonesty and failing offenders on an assignment or for the course. 
For more on the academic dishonesty policy, see 
http://www.metrostate.edu/catalog/studentinfo.html or 
http://www.metrostate.edu/handbook/text.html. 
 
Disability Accommodations 
Any students who require accommodations of their disabilities must let me know at the 
beginning of the semester (not just before the first examination!) and contact Carolyn 
Roney in the Disability Services Office at 651-793-1540 (phone), 651-793-1539 (fax), 
651-772-7581 (TTY), or carolyn.roney@metrostate.edu (email). We will reasonably 
accommodate the academic needs of all qualified students with disabilities. 
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Course Calendar 
 
Brinkley = Alan Brinkley, American History: A Survey, vol. II: Since 1865 (11th ed.) 
Taking Sides = Larry Madaras and James M. SoRelle, Taking Sides: Clashing Views on 

Controversial Issues in American History, vol. II 
 
January 14: Session 1 
introductions, overview of course, and explanation of syllabus 
 
January 21: Session 2 
Brinkley, chs. 15 and 16 
Taking Sides, issue 1 or 6 (choose one) 
 
January 28: Session 3 
Brinkley, chs. 17 and 18 
 
February 4: Session 4 
Taking Sides, issues 2, 3, and 4 (choose two) 
 
February 11: Session 5 
Brinkley, chs. 19 and 20 
Taking Sides, issue 5 
 
February 18: Session 6 
Brinkley, chs. 21 and 22 
mid-term examination study guide handed out 
 
February 25: Session 7 
Brinkley, chs. 23 and 24 
Taking Sides, issue 7 or 8 (choose one) 
 
March 3: Session 8 
 MID-TERM EXAMINATION 

study guide to be handed out on February 8 
 
March 10 

NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK 
 
March 17: Session 9 
Brinkley, chs. 25 and 26 
 
March 24: Session 10 
Brinkley, chs. 27 and 28 
Taking Sides, issue 9 
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March 31: Session 11 
Brinkley, ch. 29 
Taking Sides, issues 10 and 11 (choose one) 
 
April 7: Session 12 
Brinkley, chs. 30 and 31 
Taking Sides, issue 12 or 13 (choose one) 
 
April 14: Session 13 
Brinkley, chs. 32 and 33 
Taking Sides, issue 15 
final examination study guide handed out 
 
April 21: Session 14 
Brinkley, chs. 34 
Taking Sides, issues 14, 16, and 17 (choose two ) 
 
April 28: Session 15 
 FINAL EXAMINATION 

study guide to be handed out on April 14 
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Response Paper Guidelines 
 
25% of the final grade (250 points) will be earned by writing five papers in which you 
respond to and resolve debates presented in Taking Sides. These papers are 
intended to be exercises in both critical reaction to scholarship and in careful 
academic writing. Each paper should be one page long and will be worth 5% of the 
final grade (50 points). 

 
Since you can write a response paper for any week in which there is one or more 
assigned issue from Taking Sides, you have nine opportunities to write five papers. 
You can write on any debates you choose, within these limits: 

a. Two or three response papers must be written before the midterm 
examination (that is, your second or third reaction paper must be submitted 
no later than session 7, February 25); the rest must be written before the 
final examination (that is, your fifth reaction paper must be submitted no later 
than session 14, April 21). 

b. All response papers must be submitted in hard (paper) copy directly to me at 
the class session during which we discuss that issue. For instance, if you 
choose to respond to issue 6, “Did Racial Segregation Improve the Status of 
African Americans?,” you must hand in that response paper on January 21. I 
will not accept late papers or papers submitted via email. 

 
An “A” paper will successfully accomplish these goals: 

First, concisely summarize the way the two debates frame the issue under 
consideration: what is the crux of the argument? What kind of evidence do they 
offer? Support your summary with specific information drawn from the essays. 

Second, synthesize your summary with other material we’ve read or discussed – 
material drawn from the main textbook, from a lecture, or from other knowledge you 
have. This synthesis can hinge on nearly any meaningful common point: it is not 
something you think I’m “looking for” nor is it likely to be an incredibly sophisticated 
fusion of five different sections of the textbook. Be straightforward. 

Third, critique the debaters’ points by suggesting weak aspects of their 
arguments, overlooked or contradictory evidence, and above all your own 
conclusions about the debate. Is one author correct? Are both correct, but in 
different ways? Is neither correct? What do you think is the right answer? Here, it is 
absolutely key to give me a sense of your own thinking and feeling. It is often 
useful to link the debate to issues in American life in 2004. 

 
The Metropolitan State University Writing Center provides a wonderful resource for all 
students who have writing assignments, the “Clues for College Writers.” The “Clues” 
cover everything from preparing to write a paper to making the  final edits. I highly 
recommend that you read and review the “Clues” to better understand the terms above 
(“summarize,” “synthesize,” “critique”) and to write the best possible response papers – 
and exams. These sections are particularly useful for this course: 

Introduction: Clues for Writing Assigned Papers 
Assignment Guidelines 
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Summary 
Response Paper 
Critical Analysis 

 
You can find the online version of the “Clues” here: 
http://www.metrostate.edu/writingcenter/clues/index.html 
You can download a copy of the “Clues” here: 
http://www.metrostate.edu/writingcenter/clues/download.html 
 
Other matters: 
1. If you quote from the essay or the textbook, put the quoted materials in quotation 
marks and supply a citation (no footnotes needed). For instance: 

According to Hildy and Hildy, Standard Oil was nothing more than “an 
extraordinary experiment in the management of a business.” (Madaras 
and SoRelle, 36) 

2. Write your paper with a typewriter or a computer word-processing program. Choose a 
legible 10- or 12-point font (Times New Roman, for instance), use reasonable margins 
(between 1 inch and 1.5 inches), single- or double-space the text, and put your name 
on the paper. Print your paper in black ink on an ink jet or laser printer. Handwritten 
papers will not be accepted. Please do not use plastic covers, color printing, binders, 
and so forth for your papers. 
 
3. Last and certainly not least: good writing counts. I will be equally pleased to reward 
writing that stays good and writing that improves. Use complete sentences, pick useful 
terminology from the textbooks, run your word-processor’s spellcheck function, have a 
friend proofread your paper, and of course, work with me to strengthen your writing. I 
will provide considerable constructive feedback on your writing, and I ask that you take 
that feedback to heart. I reserve the right to reject papers which cannot be easily read. 
 
As a Metropolitan State student, you should take advantage of the many resources the 
university makes available to students who would like to improve their writing skills. The 
“Clues for College Writers” (mentioned above) are a good place to start, but – apart 
from working with me, your instructor – using the Writing Center and its staff is the best 
way to get help with your writing. The center’s website includes a great deal of 
information about its services at http://www.metrostate.edu/writingcenter/index.html. 
Always being sure to contact the writing tutors several days in advance, you can 
schedule personal or telephone appointments with tutors by calling 651-793-1460 or by 
sending an assignment to the center at centerfolk@metrostate.edu (email) or 651-793-
1463 (fax) . The Writing Center’s Minneapolis office is located in room 114 of the 
Minneapolis Center; the center also has offices in St. Paul and at Midway. 
 


